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Latin American Association Opposes Senate Bill 67
ATLANTA (April 5, 2010) – The Latin American Association (LAA) opposes Georgia’s Senate Bill 67 which proposes to eliminate offering the driver’s license exam in any language other than English. 

Currently the exam is offered in 12 languages. Driver’s licenses are only available to those who can demonstrate that they are in the country legally. English proficiency is not a requirement for lawful presence in the US. Nonetheless, immigrants work hard to learn English, juggling employment and family responsibilities with language classes. English proficiency can be a lengthy process, especially for adults.

The LAA offers employment services, English language classes, assistance with immigration processes, and other services to the Latino community in Atlanta. We have families on waiting lists to learn English. Immigrant families and individuals who are residing legally in Georgia are working, studying, taking their children to school, opening businesses, paying state and federal taxes, and purchasing nearly 20 billion dollars of products and services (Seleig Center for Economic Growth, Terry College of Business, University of GA, July 2009). If they are unable to drive, they will not be able to contribute to our State nor maintain their families stable.

Providing a driver’s license exam in other languages does not constitute a public safety problem. The section of the exam that is offered in other languages is based on driving regulations that all drivers must understand conceptually. The signage section is always offered in English. 

By passing SB67, Georgia would become the only state to take an English only stance on the driver’s license exam. Legal immigrants looking to build families and businesses in Georgia will likely interpret this stance as state-sanctioned anti-immigrant sentiment, thus deterring international economic development partners.

Further, in 2000, Alabama’s English only driver’s license policy was challenged in the Eleventh Circuit Court of Appeals. The court’s decision held that the policy would have the effect of discriminating on the basis of national origin as covered by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 which prohibits discrimination based on race, color, or national origin in covered programs and activities.  

The LAA urges the House of Representatives not to support a bill that would penalize lawful residents, limit their ability to carry on their lives, as well as limit our own economic development as a state.

###

About The Latin American Association:
The Latin American Association helps Latino families achieve their aspirations for their academic, social and economic development. We accomplish this through direct programs and integrated community partnerships that focus on youth academic achievement, education and prevention, and services to families with urgent needs. The LAA offers employment, immigration and translation services, as well as programs for youth, computer classes, parenting classes, and English and Spanish language classes.  Visit www.thelaa.org for more information. 
