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A Historic Night for Guild Members of the

LAA’s 20th Annual Latin Fever Ball ¡Viva Las Américas!
ATLANTA (August 27, 2008) –  Nostalgia, excitement and pride are the general feelings of this year’s Latin Fever Guild members, who have volunteered to organize ¡Viva Las Américas!, the Latin American Association’s (LAA) 20th annual Latin Fever Ball.  This year’s event will take place Saturday, September 20, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. at the Intercontinental Hotel, Buckhead in Atlanta, Georgia. 

The Latin Fever Guild is a group of distinguished community members and volunteers who year after year dedicate their time, creativity and resources to make the Latin Fever Ball a lively, elegant and memorable event. Many members have been involved for more than 10 years. 

“It’s been amazing to witness the evolution of Latin Fever over the past 20 years,” says Enrique Dorta, an original founder of the event.  “This year’s anniversary evokes fond (and often humorous) memories of past balls--from Brazilian carnival masquerades to Rumba Del Mar, which featured live mermaids.  Mostly it’s inspiring to still be a part of such a well-renowned event that serves such a wonderful purpose.” 

Over the past 20 years, the Guild has helped Latin Fever raise more than $3,000,000 to benefit the Latin American Association’s work in the Latino community.

“One cannot help but be amazed and heartened by the commitment and lasting dedication of these volunteers who truly believe in supporting the Latino community – and Atlanta’s overall community,” says Melissa Palacios, Development Manager at the Latin American Association. “Their efforts are testament that one small group of people can make a difference, and the impact of this group has been tremendous.” 

This year’s Guild members include: Del Clark of Georgia Power; Barbarella Díaz of Díaz Foods; Enrique Dorta of Enrique Designs; Carlos Pagoaga of The Coca-Cola Company; Mariana Piñango of Turner Broadcasting System; Lucie Rivera O'Ferrall, a community volunteer; Paola Salazar of Univision 34 Atlanta; Alberto Smith of Budweiser; Annie York Trujillo, a community volunteer; and Raúl Trujillo of MundoHispánico.
¡Viva Las Américas! will feature authentic cuisine from across the Americas; the Latin rhythms of Tártara, a spectacular dance performance from Danzas Genéricas de Colombia; an open beer and wine bar; and a silent auction featuring exotic travel getaways, jewelry and accessories, events and concerts, gourmet restaurant passes, and major home appliances. 

The gala is presented by Delta Air Lines. Diamond-level sponsors include: Bank of America, The Coca-Cola Company, Georgia Power, The Home Depot, MundoHispánico and Studiocom. Platinum-level sponsors include: Budweiser, Cisco Systems, Inc., Díaz Foods, The Latin Box, State Farm Insurance, Turner Broadcasting System and UPS. Gold-level sponsors are: Active Productions and Designs, The Atlanta Journal-Constitution, Best Buy, Cox Enterprises, The Kroger Company, LAPTV, Newell Rubbermaid, Publix Charities, and Univision 34 Atlanta.

Additional sponsorship opportunities and individual tickets are still available. Please call Melissa Palacios at 404-638-1815 or visit www.thelaa.org/latinfever for more information.


###

About The Latin American Association:

The Latin American Association helps Latino families achieve their aspirations for their academic, social and economic development. We accomplish this through direct programs and integrated community partnerships that focus on youth academic achievement, education and prevention, and services to families with urgent needs. The LAA offers employment, immigration and translation services, as well as programs for youth, computer classes, parenting classes, and English and Spanish language classes.  Visit www.thelaa.org for more information.

