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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Millie Irizarry Hires Jeffrey Tapia as Deputy Director 
of the Latin American Association 
ATLANTA (Oct. 2, 2008) – Millie Irizarry, executive director of the Latin American Association (LAA), hired Jeffrey Tapia to serve as deputy director. In her role, Tapia will assist Irizarry with the LAA's social service programs, internal operations and administration, and ensure that programmatic and organizational goals are met with the highest quality, responsiveness and efficiency. 

Tapia is returning to the Latin American Association, where she previously held the position of associate director from 1996-2001. Under her leadership as associate director, Tapia successfully led the implementation of two strategic plans and oversaw the establishment of new centers in Cobb, Gwinnett and Clayton Counties.  Prior to her position at the LAA, she was director of Hispanic services for Catholic Charities (then Catholic Social Services), and director of educational and training programs for migrant and seasonal agricultural workers in North Carolina. While in North Carolina, Tapia also co-directed the largest English language school implemented in the labor camps in the Southeast. She was an interpreter and logistics coordinator for international media in Nicaragua from 1985 to 1987 including the National Geographic.
 

“I am so excited to be back at the Latin American Association, an organization I truly love,” said Tapia.  “As deputy director I will focus on deepening our community involvement, ensure we provide excellent programs with significant community impact, and make sure we remain highly responsive to community needs. My philosophy is that we live by our mission, practice our core values at every level, and keep those that seek our help as our number one priority.” 

Tapia will work alongside Millie Irizarry, leading and developing the strategic direction of the LAA to ensure that it is well positioned to respond to Atlanta’s Latino community.  “Jeffrey has a deep belief in the LAA’s mission and a passion for the Latino population. She brings an incredible résumé with extensive service work in Latin American and immigrant communities,” said Irizarry. “She truly represents a bridge between the LAA’s past work and its future. We are excited to begin this new chapter with Jeffrey on board.”  

A native of Georgia, Tapia is fully bilingual and has recently returned to the United States after living in Argentina for the last four years.  
###

About The Latin American Association:

The Latin American Association helps Latino families achieve their aspirations for academic, social and economic development. We accomplish this through direct programs and integrated community partnerships that focus on youth academic achievement, education and prevention, and services to families with urgent needs. The LAA offers employment, immigration and translation services, as well as programs for youth, computer classes, parenting classes, and English and Spanish language classes.  Visit www.thelaa.org for more information.
