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LAA Welcomes Paul Raines and Juan R. Ramírez–Hernández as Keynote Speakers of the 9th Annual Latino Youth Leadership Conference

ATLANTA (October, 8 2008) –The LAA welcomes Paul Raines from GameStop, Corp. and Juan R. Ramírez-Hernández from the Atlanta Symphony Orchestra as this year’s keynote speakers of the 9th Annual Latino Youth Leadership Conference, Creating Your Masterpiece. The conference will take place Saturday, October 18, 2008 from 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at Georgia State University’s Sports Arena. More than 2,000 students, teachers, parents, and volunteers are expected to attend. 

Paul Raines is currently the chief operating officer of GameStop, Corp. Prior to GameStop, he spent eight years with Home Depot as executive vice president for U.S. Stores and president of the southern division of the Atlanta-based company. Raines was born in Costa Rica and is an active member of the community, having served on the Latin American Association’s board of directors, the advisory board for the National Society of Hispanic MBAs (NSHMBA), the advisory board of the Industrial Engineering School at Georgia Tech, the Georgia Tech Advisory Board, and the Children’s Hospital Costa Rica Foundation. 

Juan R. Ramírez-Hernández is a violinist in the Atlanta Symphony Orchestra, a composor, and is the founder of the Atlanta Virtuosi Foundation, Inc., a nonprofit focused on musical education for the youth. Ramírez-Hernández serves on the advisory board of directors of CURE Childhood Cancer, the board of governors of the National Academy of Recording Arts and Sciences, the Sphinx Organization advisory board and the Music Steering Committee of the William Breman Jewish Heritage Museum. 

“This year’s keynote speakers will inspire our youth so they leave the conference knowing they can be leaders, knowing they can make a difference in their communities, and most of all, knowing they can achieve their aspirations with dedication and hard work,” said Letycia Pastrana, managing director of outreach programs/community relations at the LAA.  “We are fortunate to have them both.”
This year’s presenting sponsor is Best Buy. Platinum level sponsors include: Bank of America, Delta Airlines, Georgia Pacific, Georgia Power, The Home Depot, MundoHispánico, Radio La Raza, Studiocom y Univision 34 Atlanta. Gold level sponsors include: AT&T, The Coca-Cola Company, State Farm Insurance, Turner Broadcasting System, Inc. and Wal-Mart.
For more information regarding the Youth Conference contact Gina Pezzia at (404) 471-1890 or visit our Web site: http://www.thelaa.org/html/english/youthConference.asp 

###

About The Latin American Association:
The Latin American Association helps Latino families achieve their aspirations for their academic, social and economic development. We accomplish this through direct programs and integrated community partnerships that focus on youth academic achievement, education and prevention, and services to families with urgent needs. The LAA offers employment, immigration and translation services, as well as programs for youth, computer classes, parenting classes, and English and Spanish language classes.  Visit www.thelaa.org for more information. 

